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Fourth Nine Weeks 

World War II/Post War US/Era of Social Change    (Duration 7 – 9 Weeks) 

Big Ideas: 1. In response to the fighting in Europe, the United States provided economic and military aid to the help the Allies achieve victory. 
2. The United States and the Soviet Union emerged from World War II as two “superpowers” with vastly different political and economic 

views. 
3. During the 1950s, the economy boomed, and many Americans enjoyed material comfort. 
4. In the 1950s and the 1960s, the United States and the Soviet Union stood on the brink of nuclear war. 
5. The demand for reform helped create a new awareness of social problems, especially on matters of civil rights and the effects of poverty. 
6. Activism and a series of Supreme Court decisions advanced equal rights for African Americans in the 1950s and 1960s. 
7. Civil rights activists broke through racial barriers.  Their activism prompted landmark legislation. 

Essential 
Questions: 

1. How did treaties, alliances, and political structure contribute to World War II? 
2. How does government power expand during a time of crisis? 
3. How did the events in World War II led to the Cold War? 
4. Describe the social, political and economic culture in post war America. 
5. What role did protest and civil disobedience play in the 1950’s and 1960’s? 
6. How has United States foreign policy changed over the past 40 years? 
7. Why are peace and stability in the Middle East vital to the United States' economy and national security? 

 

Vocabulary • Marshall Plan 
• NATO 
• Domino Theory 
• Berlin Airlift 
• Cuban Missile Crisis 
• SALT 
• McCarthyism 
• Great Society 
• Space Race 
• War Powers Act 
• Watergate 
• Civil Rights Act 
• Voting Rights Act 
• Executive Order 9066 
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• Japanese Internment 
• Navajo Code Talkers 
• Lend Lease 
• D-Day 
• Hiroshima 
• Nagasaki 

 
Strand Concept PO Standards: Priority (PS)/ Supporting (SS) / Interdisciplinary (IS) HUSD Support Materials & Resources 

 C8 PO2 

(PS)   Describe the impact of American involvement in World War II: 
• movement away from isolationism 
• economic recovery from the Great Depression  
• home front transformations in the roles of women and minorities 
• Japanese, German, and Italian internments and POW camps 
• war mobilization  
• turning points such as Pearl Harbor, D-Day, Hiroshima/Nagasaki 

 

US & AZ History Resources 

 C9 PO1 

(PS)   Analyze aspects of America’s post World War II foreign policy: 
• international activism (e.g., Marshall Plan, United Nations, NATO) 
• Cold War  
• Arms Race (e.g., Cuban Missile Crisis, SALT) 
• United States as a superpower  

 

US & AZ History Resources 

 C9 PO2 

(PS)   Describe  aspects of American post-World War II domestic policy: 
• McCarthyism 
• Civil Rights  
• Supreme Court Decisions (e.g., the Warren and Burger Courts) 
• Executive Power (e.g., War Powers Act, Watergate) 
• social reforms Great Society and War on Poverty  
• Space Race and technological developments  

US & AZ History Resources 

 C9 PO3 

(PS)     Describe aspects of post World War II American society: 
• postwar prosperity (e.g., growth of suburbs, baby boom, GI Bill) 
• popular culture (e.g., conformity v. counter-culture, mass-media) 
• protest movements  
• assassinations (e.g., John F. Kennedy, Martin Luther King, Jr., Robert F.   

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder


 
 

Higley Unified School District  AZ US History Grade 11 Revised Aug. 2015 

• Kennedy, Malcolm X) 
• shift to increased immigration from Latin America and Asia 

 

 C10 PO3 
(PS)     Describe how key political, social, environmental, and economic events of the late 
20th century and early 21st century (e.g., Watergate, OPEC/oil crisis, Central American 
wars/Iran-Contra, End of Cold War, first Gulf War, September 11) affected, and continue to 
affect, the United States. 
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Arizona’s College and Career Readiness Standards 

Grade Cluster Standard Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples HUSD Support Materials & 
Resources 

11 R  

• Determine the central ideas 
or information of a primary 
or secondary source; provide 
an accurate summary that 
makes clear the relationships 
among the key details and 
ideas. 

 
• Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including 
analyzing how an author 
uses and refines the 
meaning of a key term over 
the course of a text (e.g., 
how Madison defines faction 
in Federalist No. 10). 

 

The standard asks students to create a chain of 
causation which can be supported by details from the 
text.  When such a chain cannot be clearly built, 
students are to acknowledge that causation is not 
complete and clear 

US & AZ History Resources 

11 W  

• Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content 

 
• Introduce precise, 

knowledgeable claim(s), 
establish the significance of 
the claim(s), 

 
• distinguish the claim(s) from 

alternate or opposing claims, 
and create an organization 

The standard asks students to evaluate a primary source 
noting how its structure reinforces its meaning. 
Students identify the parts of text and how they work 
together as a whole. They identify thesis statements, 
supporting details, and conclusions, as well as transition 
statements. They recognize the power of voice and 
diction in texts. 

US & AZ History Resources 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder
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that logically sequences the 
claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 

 
• Develop claim(s) and 

counterclaims fairly and 
thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant data and 
evidence for each while 
pointing out the strengths 
and limitations of both 
claim(s) and counterclaims in 
a discipline-appropriate form 
that anticipates the 
audience’s knowledge level, 
concerns, values, and 
possible biases.  
 

• Use words, phrases, and 
clauses as well as varied 
syntax to link the major 
sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships between 
claim(s) and reasons, 
between reasons and 
evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims.  
 

• Establish and maintain a 
formal style and objective 
tone while attending to the 
norms and conventions of 
the discipline in which they 
are writing.  
 

• Provide a concluding 
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statement or section that 
follows from or supports the 
argument presented 

 

11 R  

• Evaluate authors’ differing 
points of view on the same 
historical event or issue by 
assessing the authors’ 
claims, reasoning, and 
evidence. 

 
• Integrate and evaluate 

multiple sources of 
information presented in 
diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
as well as in words) in order 
to address a question or 
solve a problem. 

 
• Integrate information from 

diverse sources, both 
primary and secondary, into 
a coherent understanding of 
an idea or event, noting 
discrepancies among 
sources. 

 

The standard requires the use of writing that is 
appropriate to a specific task, purpose, and audience. 

a. The standard requires the use of writing that is 
appropriate to a specific practical task and its audience. 

US & AZ History Resources 

11 W  

• Cite specific textual evidence 
to support analysis of 
primary and secondary 
sources, connecting insights 
gained from specific details 
to an understanding of the 

This standard addresses students developing and 
strengthening their writing through the writing process 
with a focus on purpose and audience 

US & AZ History Resources 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Social%20Studies%2fUS%5fAZ%5fHistory&Folder
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text as a whole. 
 

• Determine the central ideas 
or information of a primary 
or secondary source; provide 
an accurate summary that 
makes clear the relationships 
among the key details and 
ideas. 

 
• Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including 
analyzing how an author 
uses and refines the 
meaning of a key term over 
the course of a text (e.g., 
how Madison defines faction 
in Federalist No. 10). 

 

   

• Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content 

 
• Introduce precise, 

knowledgeable claim(s), 
establish the significance of 
the claim(s), 

 
• distinguish the claim(s) from 

alternate or opposing claims, 
and create an organization 
that logically sequences the 
claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 

 
• Develop claim(s) and 
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counterclaims fairly and 
thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant data and 
evidence for each while 
pointing out the strengths 
and limitations of both 
claim(s) and counterclaims in 
a discipline-appropriate form 
that anticipates the 
audience’s knowledge level, 
concerns, values, and 
possible biases.  

 

 


